


























1 - Joe Pollard

2 - Evona Petherick
2 - Muskan Kandel

4 - Gen Bainter

4 - Shannon Crawford
4 - Katie Dircks

6 - Katherine Mulhern
6 - Kathy Lafrenz

6 - Hannah Ohlweiler
7 - John Chesley

8 - Rhyan French

9 - ShaRee Tinkle

10 - Michael Fessler
11 - Carol Bachellor

11 - Geri Dulaney

12 - Dessah Huffman
14 - Joe Hall
15 - Emily Norwood
17 - Don Carroll
19 - Rachel Fuller
20 - Roger Robinson
25 - Patti Bellman

25 - Suzanne Hawkinson

May Birthdays

26 - Cathy Loughead
27 - Marti Dunn-Hall
28 - Dee Hillyer

28 - Tom Felts

28 - Carson Ohlweiler
29 - Ron Rebal

29 - Kailan Lafrenz
31 - Randy Kuhlmann

If your birthday was inadvertently
omitted or incorrect, please notify
the church office with the correct
information. Thank you.
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Adult Education. .. _

Adult Education

Sunday Mornings at 9:00 - gather in
the parlor for a cup of coffee, a chance to read
the New York Times, and conversation about
current events, public policy and our religious
beliefs. Our last gathering for the year will be
May 20th.

Edwards Book Club will meet Thursday,
May 17th at 6:30 to discuss The Big Over Easy:
A Nursery Rhyme Crime by Jasper Fforde, a
novel set in a bizarre universe where fairy
tales, nursery rhymes, and real life.

For Your Information

New IRS Guidelines require documented
evidence of charitable contributions.
For this reasons you may want to
consider writing a check rather than
putting cash in the offering plate as it
goes by on Sunday morning.
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Walk Across America

Our walking challenge may have ended, but for
those who participated, exercise is a way of
life. Congratulations to those who
walked/exercised the 50 hours needed to get
across the country: Kathy Lafrenz, Terry
Schlabach, Bob and Lois Larew, Lyle Stratton,
Clyde Durrah, Steve Chesley, Mike and Barb
Fleener, Ryan Dye, Katherine Mulhern, and
Carter and Abby Weyman, Teresa King, Sue
Harrington, and Rachel Sedgwick.
How' They Do It?

The Larews walk to work and to church,
averaging 2hrs/day;

Teresa increased her time on the bicycle;

Kathy Lafrenz teaches dance and is always
moving;

The Fleeners walked regularly while
vacationing in Arizona;

Katherine swims regularly and walked the
beaches in Florida;

Terry walks her dogs every morning and
makes regular trips to the gym:

Cathy Wetzel continued her commitment to
walk 3 hr daily;

Clyde wore his pedometer and recorded to
his surprise hundreds of miles;

Steve, Lyle and Ryan just continued their
normal routines of exercise;
*  Rachel, Carter and Abby had access to
recess and the incredible energy of being a kid/

Sue is our youth minister and a seminary
student, so she never sits stilll

Congratulations also to the many who increased
their activity level and took the most important
step toward a healthy life - the first step!



Fellowship at Edwards. . ..

Newcomers Inquiry Class

Have you been visiting? Would you like to know
about Edwards and the United Church of
Christ? Please join us Sunday, May 23™ at
7:00 p.m. in the church parlor. Refreshments
served. Please call Geri Dulaney (323-2145) or
the Church Office (359-0331) to sign-up.

Moveable Feasts!

The Moveable Feast dinners have 56 people
participating in monthly get-togethers, and May
will be our last one until next September. Look
for other fun activities during the summer
months...birthday party, family picnic,
Celebration Belle cruising..to name a few.

You're Invited to
a Baby Showerllll

Let us welcome our two newest members
of our church, Samuel Moore and
Donovan Buzzell. Their parents are Amy
and Troy Moore and Jessica and Steve
Buzzell. We will have a baby shower for
them on Sunday, May 20th following
worship in the parlor/library. R.S.V.P. to
Kay Stiles, 359-0062 or Sharon
Wildemuth, 332-3761.
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Graduations

The Graduating Class of The University of
Evansville announces that Beatrice A. Moore is a
candidate for the degree of Master of Physical
Therapy in Physical Therapy on Saturday, May
12, 2007 in Roberts' Municipal Stadium.

Brent Lafrenz will be graduating from the
University of Illinois, Champaigh-Urbana on
Sunday, May 13™. A graduation party will be
announced at a later date. His address is 712
W. Illinois, Apt. 4, Urbana, IL 61801 if you
would like to send him a graduation card.

Timoth Sylvia will be receiving his M.Div. from
Bangor Theological Seminary on May 18™. If
you want to send a card, his address is 66
Church Rd., Holden, ME 04429.

High School Graduates

Congratulations to our High School Graduates:
Tyler Azure, Nicole Brokloff, Blaine Chesley,
Destiny Ghergich, Billy Hawkinson, Jessica
Loughead, Matt Randall, Kaela Swarts and Senia
Warren-Collison.

Please call the church office with information
of other graduates. Thank you.



Christian Education and Youth. ..

Tribal Gatherings

How do we answer Jesus' call to "Feed my
sheep"? During our last weeks together we will
use all our senses to see and hear how Jesus
touches our lives and moves us into action. Our
last Sunday morning class will be May 20™,
During worship that day our children will sing,
celebrating the peace, joy, and love offered to
all through God's amazing grace!

Kids in Mission:

»* Children and youth are invited to serve at
the East Moline Meal Site on Thursday,
May 24™ Meet at church at 4:30 to
prepare supper and then travel to meal site
at 5:30. Children will arrive back at church
by 7:00. Parents interested in
accompanying children should call Susan
Chesley @ 359-0331, ext. 13.

Our children donated $50 to be the “"Wild
Parents” of the Bennett's Wallaby and
Leopard Gecko at the Niabi Zoo in Coal
Valley.

Teacher Appreciation

On Sunday, May 20™, special
recognition and deep gratitude will be
extended to all who have given their time
to mentor and nurture our children and
youth in faith. Please join the
congregation as we honor our teachers.
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Vacation Bible School

Living Water, Amazing Grace: Dive intoa
week of Splish-Splash Faith, Fun and Fellowship,
June 11™ - 15™, 5:00-7:30. VBS is open to
children ages 4-12, supper is included, and
donations are appreciated! Encourage your
children to bring a friend.

As always, we need lots and lots of adults
and youth for this yearly event. Can you
help? Contact Susan Chesley for more
information @359-0331, ext. 13.

Pilgrim Heights Camp

Don't plan your
summer vacation
without registering
your child for camp at
Pilgrim Heights.
Information is
available through the church office and in the
display in Baxter Hall. Help your kids make
memories - send them to camp! Help your kids
grow in faith - send them to campl!

Youth News

Back for the Month of May:

® Breakfast Club - Sunday mornings 9-10.
Fellowship and faith group for Junior and
Senior High students

® TECT Team - Sunday evenings 7-9. Senior
High Youth Group



Mission at Edwards. . ..

Prayer Shawl Ministry

The Prayer Shawl ministry is off and running!
There were 12 women who attended the
organizational meeting on April 15, and, as a
follow-up the first monthly meeting is scheduled
for Sunday, May 6th, @ 11:30 a.m. in the Parlor.
Please feel free to join the meeting and get
started on this worthwhile ministryl Kay Stiles
(359-0062) and Dorothy Hammond (797-2321)
have volunteered to answer any questions as you
get started with your shawls.

Thank-You's Received by
the Mission Board

Dear Friends,

Once again you have touched the lives of so
many hungry people in our area. Your generous
donation of food and money will feed many
people, not only physically but spiritually because
your love is sent with each bag of food. Our love
and prayers are sent o you as we together
serve God.

Ron at City Center Ministries

Dear Church,
Thank you for the food donated to the food
pantry. We have been busy lately, 30 families
twice a week! So everything helps.

Alice Byrnes of Spruce Hill Food Pantry

Thank you from the students, faculty and staff
of Chicago, United and Eden Seminaries to the
members of Edwards Congregational UCC,
Davenportl Your gift of $900.00 in 2006 is
helping to prepare leaders for the United
Church of Christ at our UCC seminaries.
Together we are preparing faithful leaders
for the future!
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Habitat for Humanity

Here is this summer's work schedule...

May -- yet to be determined
June 23 July 28
August 18

If you would like to volunteer but are not
already on my email list or calling list, please
contact me at (309)236-5988 or email me at
DLReinders@mchsi.com. Dave Reinders

Strengthen the Church

The Second of the four offerings, for the UCC
national church is called "Strengthen the
Church.” Through our gifts to Strengthen the
Church, we enliven and renew existing
congregations, fund leadership for new
congregations, provide exciting new programs
for youth an young adults, and fund leadership
development for th entire church. Half of our
gifts will stay with the Towa Conference and
the other half goes to the local Church
Ministries of the national office in Cleveland.

Adopt - A- Highway

Edwards has adopted a two-mile stretch of
Utica Ridge Road north of Interstate 80. Our
commitment is to collect litter on this stretch
twice a year, once in the spring an again the
fall. The spring clean-up has been scheduled
for Saturday, May 19th. About six people are
needed to walk this stretch of highway to clean
it. If you would like to participate, watch for
this activity on the tear-off sheet in the
Sunday morning bulletin. A lunch is usually
served to participants in Baxter Hall following
the effort.



More Mission...

Why We Donate Blood!

This year more than four million Americans
would die without lifesaving blood transfusions.
This is why so many people give blood, we help
save someone's life.

Our next blood drive in Baxter Hall is Saturday,
June 2, from 7:00a.m. to 11:00a.m. This will be
a very special blood drive at Edwards. It is our
30th year for hosting a blood drivel WOWI!! |
Over these 30 years the people of Edwards
have donated 1,622 units of blood. From
everyone at the Blood Center - THANK YOU!

Our goal for the June 2 blood drive is to give
30 units of blood, one unit for each of our 30
years. Will you help us achieve this goal? We
can only count blood donations given in Baxter
Hall on June 2 toward our 30 unit goal. We will
need at least 40 people to sign up to donate
blood for this drive. Start signing up on
Sunday, May 6, at the table in the narthex. You
may be eligible to donate blood if you have not
donated since April 7.

If you can furnish refreshments please call
Merlin Bachellor, Edwards Blood Drive
Coordinator at 355-7969. We need cookies,
fruit and juice. Please label your snack
donations "Blood Drive."

Answers: To Mission Quiz

Question 1 - "OCWM" means Our Church Wider Mission.
Question 2 - The money comes from the commitment of the
congregation through the annual budget and revenues from the
garage sale.

Question 3 - thirty six percent of the money sent to the Towa
Conference is passed on to the national church,

Question 4 - There are 188 churches in the Iowa Conference.
Question 5 - "God is Still Speaking” is a national add campaign.
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A Mission Quiz

Question 1 - "OCWM" means
a) Our Choir Wants Men

b) Our Church Wants Mission
¢) Our Church World Mission
d) Our Church Welcomes Mary
e) none of the above

Question 2 - This year Edwards will send
$21,000+ to the OCWM. From where does that
money come?

a) the annual budget

b) interest on investments

¢) garage sale

d) special offerings once a year

e)aand ¢

Question 3 - Of the OCWM money sent to the
Iowa Conference, what percent goes to the
national church?

a) 75%

¢) 10%

e) none of the above

b) 23%
d) 36%

Question 4 - The number of churches in the
Towa Conference is:

a) 92 b) 188
c) 56 d) 104
e) 33

Question 5 - "God is Still Speaking” is:

a) a local add campaign

b) a national add campaign

¢) an effort of balance the denominations
budget

d) all of the above

e) none of the above



Beyond Our Walls. ..

Pilgrim Heights' Future

The Towa Conference is currently
working hard to make some difficult decisions
about the future of our camp, Pilgrim Heights.
After many years of operating at a significant
loss, the Board of Directors has recommended
that the Conference divest the camp in order to
focus on the priorities of running the
Conference. This may mean developing a
separate, non-profit corporation to own and run
the camp for us, or it might mean selling the
camp and finding new ways to run youth
programs that are not “location - specific”.
These are difficult decisions.

An informational meeting will be held
May 19™ in Ames for anyone who is interested
in learning more about the situation. A final
decision is expected at the Conference Annual
Meeting in June. Please give Katherine a call if
you are interested in going with her to Ames or
to Annual Meeting.

Weekday Board Update

For the past four years, Edwards
Weekday Program (Edwards Mothers Day Out
and Tiny Tot Preschool) has been blessed and
well served to have had Michelle Mandell as
Director. Sadly, Michelle has found it
necessary to resign her position and the
Weekday Board has, with deep regret and
appreciation for all she's given to the program,
accepted her resignation. Michelle will finish
the school year and has graciously offered to
assist the Board in transitioning to a new
Director.

If you or someone you know might be
interested in filling the position, please contact
the Weekday Board chair, Mila Smith (home,
391-5409 or church, 359-3631) for more
information.
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Pilgrim Heights
Work Project

Eight members of Edwards spent 14 man-days
at Pilgrim Heights Camp and Retreat Center
during April working on some of the highest
priority repair jobs needed there.

The Shower house needed new shower faucet
fixtures as part of a general refurbishment of
both the men's and women's shower rooms.

Half the roof of Shagbark had been replaced
last fall, but the other half still needed
complete stripping, replacement of some of the
roof sheathing, and replacement of the tar
paper, shingles, and flashing. Inside, the ceiling
tile were coming loose and were stained from
the roof leaks. The volunteers from Edwards
accomplished all these tasks. A big thank you is
in order for those who offered their time and
talents for this work. They are: Curly Curl,
Dick Jirus, Tom Kenneke, Dave and Sandy
Reinders, Milo Smith, Keith Thess, and Dick
Werner.

Edwards was by no means the only church
sending crews to the camp to help out. The
Waterloo church, in particular, had a large
group there to clean all the "Oak" cabins (now
that the water was back on) and also to repair a
difficult problem with the camp's pickup.
Others will be power washing and repairing all
the canoes, boats, and beach area equipment.

But there is still additional work to be done,
and others inclined to help out will be warmly
welcomed. The middle May weekends are our
next targeted times.
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18™ Annual
Edwards Garage
Sale-

Saturday, May 5th
from 8:00 - 4:00
p.m. in Baxter Hall.
All proceeds are given
to Our Churches
Wider Mission of the
United Church of
Christ. Items usually
available are clothing

for all ages,
furniture, bikes,
games, books,
children's toys,
computer parts,

antiques, knickknacks,
dishes, small

Rev. Katherine A.

appliance. You may
begin bringing your
donations on April
23™. Place them in
Baxter Hall near the
fireplace.

Rev. Jean Norton,
Sue Harrington, Youth Minister

Susan Chesley, Minister of Christian Education
Geri Dulaney, Membership Coordinator

Lyle Stratton, Caregiver Coordinator

Cathy Loughead, Bookkeeper

Teresa King, Secretary

Tracy Miller - Moderator

Robert Kephart, Custodian

EDWARDS CHURCH STAFF
Muthern, Pastor katherine@edwards-ucc.org
Minister of Music jean@edwards-ucc.org
sue@edwards-ucc.org
susan@edwards-ucc.org
geri@edwards-ucc.org
lyle@edwards-ucc.org
loughead@mchsi.com
teresa@edwards-ucc.org
tracymiller@mchsi.com
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