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Walk Across America

This year the Social Justice Committee will focus its programming on issues

surrounding health care. Health care is a social justice concern considering that

many of the maladies that create poor health are connected to unhealthy living

conditions, inadequate diets,  stress and environmental toxins, and limited access

to health services.  Each month through May speakers and programs will be

offered to joyfully encourage and challenge all of us to look closely at our

lifestyles and support one another in decisions that may improve the health of

ourselves, our families, and community.

    Our  �kick-off � program will be Sunday, February 4th at 9:00am, with Kathy

Miller, a health care specialist, discussing the benefits of walking 10,000 steps a

day.  We will offer pedometers to all who want to move more and begin a fun

challenge to Walk Across America.  Every minute walking (or swimming or biking)

will equal one mile.  We will track people �s progress and offer fun incentives along

the way.  Walk alone, walk with a friend, or walk with your family  � The important

thing is to start moving!



-2-

From Our Pastor �s Desk. . .

O
ne of the gifts that came our way at

Christmas this year was a DVD of Al

Gore �s documentary,  �An

Inconvenient Truth �.  If you haven �t seen it, I

highly recommend it!  In it, Gore outlines - in

graphic detail - the many consequences  to all

of us if we continue to ignore the environmental

issue of global warming.  He challenges every

one of us to begin to make choices in our own

lives that will  positively impact this issue over

the long run.  If we do not, he warns, the earth

will lose its ability to sustain a quality of life as

we have known it, w ithin just a few generations.

As I watched this film, I was reminded

of one of my favorite church sayings -  �If you

always do what you always did, you �ll always get

what you always got. �   The time has come, says

Gore, to do something different, in hopes of

getting a different outcome!

Science and politics aside, our faith has

some important things to say about our

relationship to the earth.  Our understanding

that God is the Creator of all life means that

all creation is holy.  In the same way that

human beings are holy reflections of a loving

Creator, so too the earth and all that is within

it, upon it, or around it are a part of God �s holy

love for the world.  How we treat one another

and how we treat the earth are a part of how

we treat God.

In the book of Genesis, we are told that

human beings are to  �have dominion over � the

earth and all that is in it.  Over the years, that

has been understood to mean that we are  �in

charge �, that we have the right and the

responsibility to use the earth

and its resources for our own purposes.  But in

these days, we are coming to understand that -

when all is said and done -  the earth will have

the last say.  If we continue to live the way we

have been living, the earth will continue to

warm, and continue to be depleted.  We may

disagree about the timeline, but in the end, the

earth will be unable to sustain the life that we

know is so holy.

Like so many things in our faith journey,

this  � issue � requires that we confess that we

truly like the way we are living.  We like the

comfort of large homes that are warm in the

winter and cool in the summer, and always light. 

 We like vehicles that are more like a living

room than a car.  And we don �t spend much time

considering that our abundance may mean

another �s scarcity.  

This  �issue � requires more than

confession, however.  It requires that we  

work together, knowing that we are all

affected by this.  It challenges us to

understand that -like with so many things - the

poor are affected more than the rich or the

middle class.  It also invites us, individually, to

begin living differently.  There are  ways that

we can minimize our impact on the environment

- and we are all  challenged to do them in hopes

of changing the outcome.  

Too often we think,  �I don �t make a

difference. � or  � Why should I make changes

when the government and the big companies

are really the ones who need to change? �  

Jesus reminds us that each one of us is

precious in God �s sight, that each one of us has

the power and the influence to  �make a

difference �.  In the end, if it doesn �t start with

us (and people like us) - how will it ever change?
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Edwards Worships. . .

February Scriptures

February 4:

Isaiah 6:1-, (9-13)

Psalm 138

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Luke 5:1-11

February 1 1 :

Jeremiah 17:5-10

Psalm 1

1 Corinthians 15:12-20

Luke 6:17-26

Gifts and Graces

February 1 8:

Exodus 34:29-35

Psalm 99

2 Corinthians 3:12-4:2

Luke 9:28-36, (37-43)

            Guest Preacher: Rev. Ron Quay

February 25:

Deuteronomy 26:1-11

Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16

Romans 10:8b-13

Luke 4:1-13

Claimed by God

 

Contemporary Worship

The Contemporary Service, THEY ARE BACK! 

Every Sunday evening, beginning at 5:30, the

Friends in Faith Band will lead us in song as we

praise God and give thanks for the blessings of

our lives.  Quiet prayers lift up the sorrows

and the struggles of our families and our

world.  Scripture guides our reflection each

Sunday night.   Join us for a small-group

 �coffee-house �  style worship each Sunday

evening at 5:30.  We share communion on the

third Sunday of each month, and have a

potluck supper on the last Sunday.  It is a

wonderful time of fellowship and faith.  

February Special Music

February 4 Mary Beth Dircks and Brad

Miller, piano duet 

February 11 Henry McCarrel, vocal solo 

Brian Dugan

February 18 Alleluia Ringers and Chimes

February 25 Mona Terry, harp 

Watch the Sunday bulletins for additional

special musicians!

PIPE ORGAN LESSONS return in March. 

Ruth Tweeton of Trinity Episcopal Cathedral

in Davenport wil l conduct master classes on

various Saturday mornings beginning March

10th at 10:00 am.  Basic keyboard knowledge

helpful to begin playing, but you also are

invited to just come and observe.  YOUTH,

STRING and BRASS ENSEMBLES return

during Lent and Easter.  Talk with Jean

Norton for more details, or sign up in the

weekly bulletin.     

They devoted themselves to the

apostles � teaching and fellowship, to

the breaking of bread and the

prayers.   ~ Acts 2:42
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 �Fat � Tuesday

Once again, we will mark the night

before Lent begins with a party on February 21

at 6:00pm!  Come!  There will be pancakes and

all the fixings!  There will be games and

laughter!  There will be prizes for everyone! 

Don �t miss it! 

Ash Wednesday

This year, Ash Wednesday falls on

February 21.  We will begin our observance of

Lent at 5:15 pm with a simple soup supper,

followed by a traditional worship service of

ashes and personal reflection at 6:00.  The

ashes we receive each year are made from the

palms we waved in last year �s Palm Sunday

celebration.  In that way, we are all reminded

that the greatest hopes and celebrations all

too quickly turn to ashes.   Come!  Take this

opportunity to set Lent apart as a time of holy

preparation for Easter.  This is a time of

repentance, reflection and new life as we seek

to walk with Jesus toward Jerusalem.

Wednesday Worship

Every Wednesday evening through the

season of Lent, you are invited to come for a

simple supper and a time of worship. 

Traditionally, Lent is a time to focus on the last

few weeks of Jesus � life and ministry.  This

year our theme will be The Seven Next Words

of Christ, and we will reflect together on the

ways that Jesus � life, death and resurrection

call us into a future that is of God �s making

(with our help!).  The weekly Wednesday

schedule during Lent will be:

LENT!  FAITH IN MOTION!

remember! trust!

live!

repent!

hope! act!

practice!

celebrate! 

Wednesdays at Edwards

Supper..................5:15pm

Worship................6:00pm

Bell Practice........6:30pm

Choir Practice.....7:30pm
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Bolts and Bolts. . . . . . . .

CareNet Corner     

I recently read a Parade magazine article

about  �social intelligence � and the  �invisible

web �  scientists describe when two individuals

connect.  They describe it as a  �brain to brain �

link coordinating the quality and character of

the social interaction taking place. As I read

this article I could not help but think of the

Holy Spirit �s Presence where two or more are

gathered in Christ �s name.  If you are

interested in exploring:  

 " how to experience this  � invisible

web �  more fully

 " using the gift God has given you as

a social being, and

 " helping keep church members feel

connected as our church grows,

then, I offer you a volunteer opportunity! 

CareNet is in need of additional volunteers to

serve as coordinators to contact individuals and

families in their  �carenet circle � for a few

minutes each month.  The CareGiving

Coordinator is offering a training session on

Communication and CareNet for new volunteers

in the near future.  If interested contact the

church office, or call Lyle directly at

332-9418.

~Lyle Stratton, Caregiver Coordinator

Special Music on Sundays

Youth participating  in Solo and Ensemble

Contests:   If you are preparing music for Solo

and Ensemble gatherings this spring, we would

be delighted to encourage you by hearing your

music on Sunday morning.  Please contact Jean,

at the church, 359-0331, ext. 13.

A New Ministry at Edwards

Board and Committee chairs! Do you

need help finding people to assist you with your

projects or events?  We may have the answer

for you!!

Cathy Wetzel has offered to be an

event coordinator.  If you need some extra

hands, she will do the calling for you to find

the number of volunteers you need.   

Cathy has project sheets available for you. 

Just jot down the type of event and how many

people you need and she will do the rest.  She

will have a box in the second office for you to

return your requests.    If you have questions,

please contact Cathy @ 355-7114.    

Endowment Letter

In the recent letter to the congregation, dated

January 17, 2007,  from the Trustees and

Endowment Board - inadvertently the name of

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Lewis should have read -

 �Bob Lewis and Eddie Sanders (to set up the

Strohbehn Education Fund). �  Recently Barbara

Strohbehn sent $792.00 to be added to the

Strohbehn Education Fund.   

Want to Help the Hungry?
Churches United is looking for some folks

who can volunteer once a month (or more

often if you want!) to help distribute food in

a food pantry.  Most of the pantries are in

need of more volunteers and you could make

a difference!  Call Anne Wachal at Churches

United (309) 786-6494 if you can help out.
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With Our People. . . .

Keep in Your Prayers:

&� Bev Bergert, recovering from a broken

ankle

&� Barb Bleedorn, recovering from a

broken arm

&� Sally Egy, recovering from angioplasty

&� Gilly Gilbreath, recovering from

surgery

&� JoAnn Hobbes, recovering from

angioplasty

&� Michelle, Ben and Jana Hukvari,

grieving Steve �s death

&� Lois Larew, recovering from surgery

&� The Mahan Family in the death of

Carol �s father

&� Max Molleston, recovering from a

broken arm

&� Hannah Ohlweiler, recovering from a

broken arm

&� Marilyn & Robert Riedesel, on the

birth of their granddaughter, Lyra

Michaela Riedesel, born January 10th to

Scott & Kindra Riedesel.  Lyra weighted

6# 1 oz and was 19 ½ inches long.

&� Paul Vortriede, entering Hospice

&� The Walters Family, in the death of

Ron �s sister and Carolyn �s aunt

&� The Weyman Family, in the death of

Dennise �s grandmother

&� Luc Zippe, recovering from knee

surgery

&� Our homebound members and friends: 

Gen Bainter, Nancy Bolyard, Leona

Davis, Betty Murray, Laurel Ogden

Ava Guy Benefit

Ava Guy, the granddaughter of Jody & Mark

Bailey, long-time members of Edwards and

daughter of Polly & Brad Guy was diagnosed

with Retinoblastoma, a rare form of childhood

eye cancer on October 6, 2006 when she was 11

months old.   A benefit to help the family with

on-going medical expenses will be held on

Saturday, February 10, at the Blue Grass

Community Center, 232 E. Orphed, beginning at

3:00 p.m.  Donation: $10.00 covers food,

dancing, etc.

During the benefit, a silent auction/raffle of

gifts and services donated by area business will

be held.  A bake sale will also be held during

the benefit.  If any members of Edwards would

like to contribute to the bake sale, please call

Jody Bailey, 340-5486 or e-mail 

avasbenefit@yahoo.com.  See the poster in

Baxter Hall for more information.

Thank You
Thank you for the many get well cards I

received while in the hospital.  I am especially

thankful for the special prayers and concerns

of the congregation. ~Bonnie Walling 

Lois Larew thanks the congregation for their

cards and prayers during her recent surgery.

Sunday Morning Potlucks will

resume February 11. 

Bring a main dish and either a salad,

vegetable, or dessert to share.

Table service and beverages provided. 



-7-

February Who. . .  What. . . . .  When. . . . .    Where. . . . .

February 4 February 11 February 18 February 25

Preacher Rev. Katherine

Mulhern

Rev. Katherine

Mulhern

Rev. Ron Quay,

Churches United

Rev. Katherine

Mulhern

Greeters Ardis Kasper

Sandy Sohr

Bill Kelly

Carol & Don Carroll

Bonnie & Ned

Walling

Ron & Carolyn

Walters

Erica Schroeder

Katy Strzepek

Ryan Dye

Jean Neavor

Ushers Clyde Durrah

Dick Dulaney

Dave Wymore

Tom Kenneke

Tim Mandell

Olive Gallaher

Joe Hall

Eric Crawford

Mary Hein

Judy Collins

Steve Wildemuth

Anne-Marie

Gephart

Margaret Wilber

Russ Dircks

Jim Groenenboom

Joe Hall

Guest Guides                                            Membership Board

Nursery 

10:15 a.m.

Sara Verdick Dixon Family Mary Hein

Coffee Hour

Hosts

Crawford Family

Caregivers on

Call

Rhoada Molleston

Barb Fleener

Ruth Bowers

Jean Neavor

Sandy Reinders

Kay Stiles

Sharon Wildemuth

Chris Fessler

Scripture

Reader

Blaine Chesley Bill Coker Anne-Marie

Gephart

Dick Dulaney

Communion

Servers

    Steve & John  Chesley, Dick Dulaney, Emily Kenneke, Kathy Lafrenz

Chancel Set-

Up

Dick Dulaney Pat Rosburg

Brian Dugan

Chris Zippe Tracy Miller

Jennifer Jordening

Sound

System

                              Dave VanDerKamp

Lock-Up

Trustee

Tom Kenneke Michael Fessler Dave Wymore Brad Miller

Where blanks appear,  we need your HELP!!!  Please call the church office,  359-0331 to sign- up.
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February Birthdays

 

 1 - Judy Collins

 1 - Steve Randall

 3 - Ardis Kasper

 7 - Emily Becker

 8 - Megan Bereskin

 9 - Bill Raap

10 - Ron Walters

11 - Evelyn Irey

12 - Kim Hein-Gray

12 - Alex Sedgwick

13 - Pat Van Dyke

14 - Joyce Seebeck

14 - Sue Ann Moorhead

16 - Donna DeMuynck

16 - Cindy Kuhn

17 - Carol Mahan

17 - Blaine Chesley

18 - Deborah Morrison

19 - Jeannine Miller

21 - Jacque Lohmann

21 - Alice Balli

22 - Taylor Schroeder

22 - Elliot Knudson

23 - Judy Van Blaircome

24 - Jana Hukvari

25 - Carole Woods

25 - Sabina Clingerman

26 - Marilyn Riedesel

27 - Sally Egy

27 - Rick Sedgwick

28 - Beth Takemoto

If your birthday was inadvertently omitted or incorrect,  please notify the church office with the correct information.  Thank you.
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Fellowship at Edwards. . . . . .

Men of Edwards News

The  �Men of Edwards � men �s group is off to a

good start with lots of interesting discussion

about faith issues brought up watching the

 �Living the Questions �  DVD.  Our meeting this

month is at Edwards on February 24th, from

8am to 9:15am.  If you are in need of a ride,

please contact Lyle Stratton by telephone,

332-9418.   We hope to see you there!  

 

Adult Education

Sunday Mornings at 9:00 - gather in the

parlor for a cup of coffee, a chance to read the

New York Times, and conversation about

current events, public policy and our religious

beliefs.

Edwards Book Club  is reading Selected Works

of O. Henry and will  meet for discussion on

Thursday, February 22 at 6:30.

Women �s Bible Study continues to meet the 1st

and 3rd Thursdays of the month from 12:30-

2:00 p.m. at  the home of Marilyn Riedesel, 5711

Belle Ave, Davenport.  Bring a sack lunch.  The

group is currently exploring the sacred art of

conversation.  For more information please

contact Susan Chesley, 332-2300.

Women �s Night Out - February 15, 6:00 p.m. at

Café Indigo.  Located in the same parking lot as

the  �Old R.J. Boars � on Utica Ridge Rd.,

Bettendorf.    We need 20 people in order for

the restaurant to stay open for our group.   

R.S. V. P. to Barb Bleedorn, 359-6392, before

February 10.  Without 20 reservations a

different location will be announced on Feb. 12.

New Members

During the January 28th  worship service, Troy

and Amy Moore united with Edwards.

Troy was born and raised in Michigan.  He

studied at the University of Michigan and

worked at Michigan Tech. Troy also went to the

University of Iowa and is currently working on

his doctorate at Palmer College.  Amy was born

and raised in Wisconsin.  She met Troy at the

University of Michigan.  She is currently

employed as a civil engineer for the U.S. Army

Corps of Engineers.

They have been married 4 ½ years and are

expecting their first child in late February.

Troy and Amy reside at 1605 Emerald

Drive, Davenport, IA 52804; Phone 563 /

940-9685.

SPONSORS:  Ryan Dye and Katy Strzepek.

We are blessed to have Troy and Amy join our

church family.   �Welcome Home to E dwards �
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Thank You!  Thank You!!!!

 " Thank you to January Editor Helpers:

Audrey Dugan, Mila Smith, Wendy

Simons and Susan Chesley

 " Sharon Wildemuth, Katherine Mulhern

and Geri Dulaney for filling in for

Teresa King, during an early January

vacation 

 " Katy Strzepek and Ryan Dye, sponsoring

our new members

 " Thanks to Lisa Whitfield and Jennifer

Jordening for their continued

commitment to the Wednesday evening

tutoring program.

 " Thanks to Mike  �Superman � Fessler and

Dick Dulaney for clearing the snow and

ice for our recent snow storms

 " Thanks to Kathy Lafrenz for her

creative leadership with our Liturgical

Dancers.

 " For the countless hours of preparation

and leadership for the Alleluia Ringers

by Sandy Reinders, director

 " Alleluia Ringers 

 " Kathy Lafrenz, liturgical dancer

 " Belatedly to Connie Hawkins and Donna

Lewis, daughters of Evangeline Lewis,

who brought wonderful music and dance

to worship Christmas Eve morning

 " Bob Riedesel for more pencils 

 " Lyle Stratton, Cathy Wetzel and Brian

Dugan for Evening Worship leadership.

 " Dennise Weyman, Carol Stratton, Mila

Smith, Ryan Dye and Katy Strzepek,

Elisabeth Norwood, and Chris Fessler

for teaching Sunday School in January.

 " Sandy Reinders and Mila Smith for

providing meals during Wednesday

Evening programming.

 " The Shoney Family for their gift of two

rocking chairs for the narthex

 " who helped with the east Moline Meal-

site in January- Ryan, Elise, Molly &

Madeline Dye; Dorothy & John

Hammond; Cathie, Crystal and Charlie

Miller and Susan Chesley

 " Geri Dulaney for assembling the 2006

Annual Report and all her help every

week in the church office

 " Sharon Wildemuth for coordinating the

Chili-Supper and all the Chili Makers

 " Thank you to John & Dorothy Hammond

and Mike & Chris Fessler for filling in

for Sue Harrington during Breakfast

Club, Jan. 14th & 21st.   

 " Thank you to Carol Olgetree and Audrey

Dugan for facilitating the TECT group

on January 14th & 21st 

 " Thanks to Mila Smith, the Hammond �s,

the Fessler �s, and Sandy Reinders for

providing breakfast for the Breakfast

Club in the month of January.  

2007 Pledges are still coming in! 

Currently, we have received 107

pledges totaling $192,466 !!

If you have returned your pledge,

THANK YOU!    If your pledge is yet to

be included, please mail it to the church

office as soon as possible.  
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Christian Education and Youth. . . . .

News of the Tribal

Gathering

Our Epiphany rotation will end on Sunday,

February 4th.  Our next rotation, Calling the

Disciples, begins on February 11th.

Call for Teachers:

%Ï Do you love to fish?  Can you bait a

hook and cast a line?   Will you share

your experience and knowledge with our

kids?

%Ï Can you keep a beat?  Can you tap your

toes and clap your hands?  Will you

share your rhythm with our kids as

they learn the names of the 12

disciples?

%Ï Are you an armchair historian?  Can you

imagine life long, long ago?  Will you

discover who the disciples along side

our children and help them bring their

discoveries alive for our congregation?

%Ï Can you do any of the above if someone

else were doing it with you?

%Ï GREAT!!!  Call Susan Chesley for more

exciting details, 3259-0331.

Connecting with Others:  Throughout

the rest of the school year, the children of

the Tribal Gatherings Church School will be

sending letters of greeting and peace cranes

to churches across the United States.  So far

the kids have sent letters to Spring, Texas;

Ogallala, Nebraska; and Albuquerque, New

Mexico.  We will post any responses we

receive.

Youth News

February events kick off with the Souper Bowl

of Caring Event.  This event is to support our

local food panties.  We are collecting monetary

donations Sunday Feb. 4th immediately after

worship service.  The Youth will be standing in

the Narthex with huge soup containers to

collect donations.  Our goal is to raise $300. 

The Souper Bowl of Caring is a means to help

stop hunger in the Quad Cities.  All proceeds go

to Churches United.  We thank you in advance

for your support in the Youth meeting our goal

and our efforts to stop hunger!

Also on February 4th, Churches United is

hosting a celebration for the Souper Bowl of

Caring at The Lodge in Bettendorf.  There will

be a huge TV to watch the Super Bowl and a lot

of games to play.  This is a youth event in which

youth from the local area will be attending to

hang out and enjoy pizza and prizes.  We will

meet at Edwards in the TECT room at 4:30 and

we will car pool over to The Lodge.  I ask that

parents pick up their youth at The Lodge at

9:30 p.m.   

Breakfast for Youth: If you are

interested in sharing a meal with the youth,

there is a sign up sheet in the kitchen.  

Fundraiser News:  The Dinner Theater

Youth Fundraiser that was scheduled for

February has been postponed until September. 

More information is to come.

TECT group  has returned to its normal time

on Sunday evenings @ 7pm except February 4th. 

Many Blessings, Sue Harrington, Youth Minister
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Stewardship  at Edwards. . . .

Terry Schlabach Returns

from Equador

Once again, thank you Edwards for your

donations of toys and supplies for Ecuador. 

The materials were given to an orphanage

called Miquel Leon, two community therapy

centers, a public hospital clinic, and a school in

a tiny mountain village of Principal.  I only wish

you could see the delighted faces of the

individuals receiving the donations.  

The women of Principal rarely get paid what

they deserve for weaving Panama Hats.  It

takes them three days of weaving and are paid

by an intermediary $1.50/hat.  Therefore the

women seek to find markets where they can

sell their goods directly to the consumer. 

Edwards Endowment Fund provided seed money

and we will be selling the wonderful weavings in

the narthex.   ~Terry Schlabach

A Surplus!  A Deficit?

Our Annual Meeting was a great success! 

Nine different kinds of chili helped to warm

the cold night, and we joyfully received the

good news that we ended 2006 with

approximately a $5600 SURPLUS, after having

paid off the carpet!  We unanimously approved

the 2007 budget, which reflects a projected

$16,000 DEFICIT.  If we work together and

give a little more than we thought we would, it

will turn out like 2006!  Keep up the good work!

As of Sunday, January 28th we have received

107 pledges totaling $192,466.  If your pledge

is yet to be included, please mail it to the

church office as soon as possible.  Thank you. 

New Way to Give in
2007

Congress has enacted legislation as part

of the Pension Protective Act of 2006

which offers charitable-minded

individuals a golden opportunity to make

gifts directly from their IRA �s.  This will

exclude the amount of the gift from gross

income.  To qualify:

* The donor must be 70 ½ years of

age or older

* The transfer must go directly from

the IRA to qualified charities

* Gifts cannot exceed $100,000 per

taxpayer

* Gifts must be made outright. 

Transfers to donor advised funds,

supporting organizations,

charitable remainder trusts, and

charitable gift annuities do not

qualify

This opportunity is available only if you

transfer funds directly from your IRA by

December 31, 2007.  Any gift you give

this way will count toward your Minimum

Required Distribution for the year.  Since

IRA accounts generally contain assets

that have not be subject to income tax,

there is no charitable income-tax

deduction.  Outright distributions to

charity from any other type of

retirement plan (like 401K) do NOT

qualify under the new rule.  For further

information, consult your financial advisor. 
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Beyond Our Walls. . . .

Theologian In Residence

The United Church of Christ -

Congregational in Ames, Iowa invites you to

explore the theme  �Perspectives on American

Evangelicalism � through engaging presentations

by Dr. Randall Balmer.  Join the conversation

to gain new understandings of this religious

tradition and its influence in the United

States.

The program begins at 9:45 am on

Saturday, February 10 and concludes at 8:45

pm that evening.  Dr. Balmer is professor of

American Religious History at Barnard College,

Columbia University and a visiting professor at

Yale Divinity School.  He is a  �home-town �

scholar - he graduated from Hoover High

School in Des Moines!  

The only cost for the day is $7.00 for

lunch, but donations toward the costs of the

program are gratefully accepted.  Please make

your reservation as soon as possible - 515-232-

9323 or uccames@midiowa.net 

Thank you Received

Dear Friends, Once again you have touched the

lives of so many hungry people in our area. 

Your generous donation of food and money will

feed many people not only physically but

spiritually because your love is sent along with

each bag of food.  Our love and prayers are

sent to you as we together serve God, thank

you, 

~Pam & the volunteers of the 

food pantry at City Center Ministry.

Traveling to Kansas City?

Union Station Kansas City is bringing an

exhibit of some of the most significant religious

documents ever discovered - the Dead Sea

Scrolls.  Included are fragments of the  ancient

documents - including some never seen before in

the US - as well as artifacts from the ancient

community of Qumran, near where the scrolls

were discovered.  It will run from February 8

through May 13, and tickets are on sale now. 

Call 816-460-2020 or go to unionstation.org to

make reservations or get more information.  

A 50th Anniversary Party!

The United Church of Christ will be 50

years old this June!  In celebration, we will

gather in Hartford, Connecticut for General

Synod to lift our voices together in praise for

all that this denomination has become in 50

years.  We began with an historic vote in

Cleveland Ohio in 1957 that brought together

the Congregational Christian Churches and the

Evangelical and Reformed Church into a new

denomination - the United Church of Christ. 

Today we look much different than we did 50

years ago, but we still are pioneering new ground

within the Christian community.  

You are invited to join the delegates to

General Synod this summer to give thanks for

the past 50 years, and begin the dreaming for

the next 50 years!  You can make reservations

online at www.ucc.org.  The Edwards folk will

try to stay together in the same hotel, so let

the church office know if you need hotel

accommodations. 
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