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From Our Pastor's Desk. ..

2009 . The new year is often a time for
reflection. We reflect on our best values.
We evaluate what we believe. And each year,
we fry fo reset the compass of our lives so
that we live a little more closely to our
deepest beliefs. The new year calls to us like
an unwritten script, inviting us to fill the
blank pages with the best we have to offer
to each other and to God.

What are the beliefs that shape our lives?
And how can we live them better day by day?
No one can answer that question for anyone
else. As I reflect on the question of belief
for myself, I think that perhaps my deepest
belief has to do with what I would call "loving
kindness".

In the Hebrew Scriptures, the word that is
often translated “lovingkindness" is hesed,
and describes a kind of love that only God
can exhibit. We humans can receive God's
hesed, but we do not have the capacity to
initiate it. It is one of the things that makes
God different from us. But, having received
God's hesed, we can share it.

Lovingkindness has nothing to do with a
romantic kind of love, and everything to do
with how we act - toward ourselves, toward
people we like, toward people we dislike and
toward God.

In the New Testament, the Apostle Paul
wrote about a similar kind of love - agape -
when he wrote Faith, hope and love abide,
these three. And the greatest of these is
love. For Jesus, love of God, neighbor and
self sums up all the commandments.

And so, if T were to say what my deepest
belief is, I would say that it is love. God's
love for us, our love for one another, for
ourselves, and for the earth - expressed in
acts of lovingkindness.

Every day I fall short of fully living that
deep belief. T mess up. I get foo busy. I
forget. But here are some of the ways that
I have tried to live it out in the past and will
try again in the coming year.

Prayer.  Prayer connects me to God's
lovingkindess, filling my soul with new
strength and  wisdom. Journalling.
Journalling helps me to connect to my own
wisdom, and helps me fo see ways that I
could live my beliefs better. Exercise.
Exercise helps me to stay centered and
present to each new day. Work. Work that
connects me to the real needs of the human
spirit and body provides many, many
opportunities to share loving kindness in the
world. From calling in the hospital, o sitting
in a courtroom with a grieving family, to
standing at a graveside speaking those final
words, to sharing the joy of a new baby's
birth, to crafting the words of a sermon, to
speaking out for justice in a City Council
meeting. The work of ministry is filled with
opportunities for loving kindness. Rest. Rest
that includes time to read and quilt and knit
and canoe and sail and hike restores balance
and wholeness. It fills my cup so that I have
something to share again. Forgiveness.
Forgiveness means that I can keep on
keeping on. Both in the offering and
receiving - forgiveness makes new life
possible day by day. I'm sure there's more
that needs to be on my list, but somehow
that seems like enoughl!

I pray that in the coming few weeks you
might reflect a bit on your deepest beliefs.
What are they? Why? Who taught you?
Spend a little time remembering and then
reflect a bit on how your life can better
reflect what you most deeply believe. It's an
exercise that is worth the work!



Edwards Worships. . .

January Scriptures Contemporary Worship
January 4: Join us for our monthly Sunday evening
Jeremiah 31:7-14 contemporary worship service on January
Psalm 147:12-20 18™ at 5:30. The Friends in Faith Band
Ephesians 1:3-14 leads our singing, lifting our spirits in
John 1:1-18 praise and thanksgiving. We celebrate
January 11: communion and share a potluck supper . . .
Genesis 1:1-5 so ... Come! You'll find new energy for
Psalm 29 the weeks ahead!
Acts 19:1-7
Mark 1:4-11
January 18: Prayer Shawl Ministry

1 Samuel 3:1-10 (11-20) Because of the busy January calendar, we
Psalm 139:1-18 will not have a meeting this month. Our
1 Corinthians 6:12-20 next Prayer Shawl meeting will be after
John 1:43-51 % church on February 1°. Please bring your
January 25: project to share. Everyone is welcome to
Jonah 3:1-5, 10 % come, either to learn more about the

Psalm 62:5-12 mission or to knit with us! Hope to see

1 Corinthians 7:29-31 everyone in February.
Mark 1:14-20

Music at Edwards . . .

REHEARSALS SPECTAL MUSIC
It's a New Year - time to explore the January 4™
musical groups of the church! Come to a Liturgical Dancers Blaine Chesley and
new rehearsal and check us out! Amanda Loughead, with choreographer
Kathy Lafrenz; Promised Land Men's

Friends in Faith Band: Quartet; Vicki Langfeldt, organist

January 13™ 5:30 pm January 11™
Chancel Choir: Alleluia Ringers

Wednesdays, resumes Jan. 7™, 7 pm January 18™
Alleluia Ringers: Evangeline Lewis and

Mondays, resumes Jan. 5™, 6:30 pm. Mona Terry, piano duet




Youth and Christian Education . . .

Church School begins again on Sunday,
January 11™ at 9:00! Come and join your
friends for a New Year of faith, fun and
fellowship!

Kids in Mission: Thursday, January
22™, is our next opportunity to serve supper
at the East Moline Meal Site. Children can
meet at church at 4:15 to help prepare
supper. We will leave church by 5:20 to
travel to the meal site. Parents are always
welcome to serve alongside their kids!

From the Mouths of Children:

During Children's Chapel, Rachael Sedgwick
asked why we spend so much money fixing all
the roads in Bettendorf and Davenport when
we are closing shelters for the homeless.
Sometimes it takes a child to remind us to
ask the tough questionsl How are you
spending your time and money?

Edwards Book Club

The book for January 27, 2009 is called "The
Shack" by William P. Young. We will again
meet at the food court at North Park Mall.
One of the comments on it is: "This story
reads like a prayer - like the best kind of
prayer, filled with sweat and wonder and
transparency and surprise. If you read one
work of fiction this year, let this be it."

Men of Edwards Study Group

The Men of Edwards Study group is open to
all men in the church. At its last meeting the
program consisted of viewing and discussing
the final session of the DVD, "Living the
Questions." This series was composed of
dialogs with various theologians, particularly
Marcus Borg, Tex Sample, John Shelby
Spong, and John Dominic Crosson, on a
number of issues that the group found to be
stimulating and timely.

The group decided to begin meeting on the
first Saturday of every month at 8:00 a.m. in
the church library. The subject matter we
will begin in the new year is the DVD, "Saving
Jesus," which Bob Hamilton has been
presenting in the adult Sunday school class.
This DVD is very similar to the one just
completed that was valued so highly.

A New Year's Retreat

Tired of the rush of the holidays? Looking
for a time to stop and rest your soul a bit?
Join Katherine and Jean at Our Lady of the
Prairie Retreat Center in Wheatland, Iowa on
January 16™ for 24 hours of quiet,
unstructured retreat time. Bring a project
to work on, a book to read, a sketchbook to
fill, a game to share with others. You will
have a private room and 24 hours to walk the
labyrinth, sit by the fire, or take a nap! We
will begin with dinner together at 6:30 on
Friday the 16™ and end with worship and
communion at 4:00 on Saturday the 17™.
This retreat is NOT just for women! The
cost is $40 per person, and registration is
limited to 8 people. Call the church office to
reserve your space now!




With Our People. . .

Keep In Our Prayers

Carol Bachellor, recovering from a fall
Ruth Bowers, recovering from angioplasty
Madge Faoro's family, grieving her death

Sue Fear, recovering from knee surgery

+ 0+ o+ o+ o+

Joann  Hobbes, recovering  from
angioplasty

+

Charlot King, in rehab at the Kahl Home

+ The family of Elvira Long, grieving her
death on December 14™

+ Dorothy Paulsen, continuing cancer
treatment

+ Jon and Sarah Rassler, celebrating the
birth of daughter Addison on December
lo’rh

+ Sandi Russell, continuing chemotherapy

+ Jane Simonsen and Mike Augsburger,
celebrating the birth of son Tobias on
December 7™

+ Pat Schroeder, continuing  cancer
treatments

+ Kerry Scudder, grieving the death of her
mom

+ The Zippe family, grieving the death of
Luc's grandmother.

+ In Care Facilities: Diane Anderson, Gen
Bainter, Dow and Rose Marie Edgerton
and Betty Murray.

Paul & Evona Petherick's Winter Address:
Countryside RV Resort

2701 S. Idaho Rd., Box 436

Apache Junction AZ 85219

Women's Night Out

Who:  All Edward's women are cordially
invited to attend!

When: Thursday, January 15, at 6:00 pm

Where: The country kitchen area of the
Oakwood Building at Ridgecrest
Village, 4130 Northwest Blvd. (2"d
entry on the circle drive) hosted by
Ollie Gallaher

1
Bring:  Potluck fare and >
toilet paper - (a
really!l Our gifts \

will go o Winnie's Place.

Church Office Closings ~

When Bettendorf or Davenport
Schools are closed due to weather
conditions, the church office is
also closed.

Chili Supper & Annual Meeting
The Edwards Congregational Church Annual
Meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 27™
at 7:00 following a chili supper at 6:00 pm.
We will be looking for volunteers to make chili
and other dishes. Check the weekly
Announcements for details. (Snowdate is
Thursday, January 29™)

What is Chiropractic?

Come join Dr. Troy Moore at 11:30 AM
Sunday, January 18th (after the service)
for a brief presentation on chiropractic.
He will be discussing the history of
chiropractic, its theory and practice, and
how chiropractic adjustments may benefit
you. All are welcome to attend.




Thank You, Thank You, Thank You !/

Thanks to Miriam Prichard for organizing the
Thanksgiving Basket preparations and delivery and
to Richard Jirus, Troy Moore, Sarah Kenneke,
Dick Werner, Janet Sedgwick, Susan and Blaine
Chesley, Terry Schlabach and Carol Hart for
packing and delivering the baskets.

Thanks to Sandy Reinders for sharing the
Children's Story and for leading the children in
chimes and bells.

Thanks to Katy Strzepek and the Dye family for
organizing this year's SERRV sale.

Cathy Wetzel, Sandy Reinders, and Kathy
Lafrenz for directing and choreographing the
Children's Pageant.

Sandy Reinders, for
Luncheon.

hosting the Caregiver's

Richard Jirus, Michael Fessler, Steve
Wildemuth, Dick Werner, Dick Lafrenz and Tom
Kenneke for shoveling and blowing snow, and for
chipping icel

Pat Cresap, Audrey Dugan, Robert and Marilyn
Riedesel, Suzanne Benson, Steve Chesley for
decorating the sanctuary for Advent and
Christmas.

Edwards' Staff Members - Rev. Jean Norton,
Kathy Bowerman, Geri Dulaney, and Joe Opsal
for their many extra hours that made our holiday
celebrations so special.

Richard Jirus for shoveling snow and emptying
buckets due to the leaky roof in Fellowship Hall on
Christmas Eve.

Thank you to George and Ann Kovacs for donating
the chest freezer in the kitchen.

Thanks to Cathy Burbank for preparing the
Gathering Evening Service music, that was
unfortunately not used because of the weather!

Many thanks to Lyle Stratton for bringing
beautiful classical guitar music to each service in
Advent, and to Brady Weller, Steve Chesley,
Kailan Lafrenz, with underscored readings by
Angela Elliott and Dick Lafrenz, and the children's
chimes, directed by Sandy Reinders for their music
at the Children's Pageant, and to the Liturgical
Dancers, Kathy Lafrenz, director. Thanks to the
fabulous work of Cathy Wetzel and the Christian

Education Board for the beautiful Christmas
Treasure pageant.
Thanks to Joleen and John Hobbs, Sue

Harrington, Mona Terry, Judy Collins, Martha
and Richard Jirus, Julie Henke, Robert Riedesel,
Katherine Mulhern and new members Nikki and
John Kerraus who braved the cold winds to sing
Christmas carols to the homebound members of our
congregation, and to Marilyn Riedesel who provided
delicious coca and goodies afterwards.

Thank you for the hauntingly beautiful music by
Carolina Warren-Collison, vocal solo in the early
Christmas Eve service, and at the second service,
for the wonderful music provided by the Alleluia
Ringers, directed by Sandy Reinders, and the
Chancel Choir, augmented by Christine Wren,
Carolina Warren-Collison, Kaela Swarts, and Josh
Weiss vocals, and Robert Riedesel, trumpet, Josh
Weiss, timpani, and the Promised Land Men's
Quartet. Thanks to Dave VanDerKamp for making
the music sound beautiful each week and especially
on Christmas Eve.

Many thanks for Mona Terry's last minute piano
music for the final Sunday of the year. Thank you
also to Richard Jirus for recycling the papers, Dick
Werner for fixing the music room, and Woody
Perkins for the pictures that make the Memorial
Board full of musicians. Finally, many thanks to the
Christian Education Board for donating the
proceeds of the Cookie Walk to the choir robe
fund, Norma Wren and Martha Jirus for quick
work to place the order!



From the Mailbag

Thank you for inviting me to the Union
Thanksgiving Service. Thank you, also,
for the generous gift of $605.00
received in the offering. We are
overwhelmed by the generosity of our
community in their outreach to the
homeless and their support of our
efforts to provide shelter and supportive
services to the homeless. We know our
donors are affected by the economy as
well and that makes us appreciate even
more your spirit of giving and sharing.
Sincerely, Sister Mary Ann Vogel,
Humility of Mary Shelter

I am so grateful Bob and I are part of
the community of faith at Edwards. Your
cards, calls and messages of caring have
sustained me during my hospitalization,
rehab at Good Samaritan, and
recuperation at home. Jean's visit with
song and Katherine gathering my family
around me in prayer brought peace. The
caregivers have been truly giving, the
prayer shawl has been a blessing, and the
smiling faces of Edwards' carolers
created beautiful music in our home.
Thank you for your joyful faithfulness. I
feel blessed and look forward to being
back with all of you soon. In Christian
Love, Marilyn Hamilton

Dear Endowment Committee and Friends
of Edwards, Thank you very much for
your generous give of $900.00 to the
Chicago Theological Seminary Annual
Fund! Your gift will help CTS continue
the important work of preparing women
and men fo transform the world into a
place of greater justice and mercy.
Grace and Peace, Alice Hunt, President,
Chicago Theological Seminary

Otto and I would like to thank everyone
for their thoughts, prayers and cards on
the death of his parents. Your support
has been heartwarming and has helped us
during this difficult fime. Peggy, Otto
and Sam Olsen

Thank you to my secret angel for the
lovely gifts in the beautiful bag. Jean
Neavor

Thank you so much for your very
generous donation of 26 bags of clothing.
Our clients love to go through everything
to see it they can find something “new".
The Staff at Winnie's Place

Dear Friends: On behalf of the women,
men and families we serve at the Central
Community Circle Food Pantry, please let
me extend my sincere appreciation to you
for your generous gift of $700.00. This
gift will be used for the support of the
food pantry to help ensure that the
members of our community that are in
need will have a place they can count on
for basic foods and bread. We
appreciate your kindness and generosity
in helping us fulfill our desire to assist
our neighbors in need. Sincerely, Susan
Seitz, Food Pantry Director, Central
Community Circle

I want to thank everyone for the many
prayers, cards, notes and special
thoughts during the past few weeks.
Once again I realize how fortunate I am
to have such a wonderful church family. I
really do appreciate each of you - Thanks
so much, Ruth Bowers



New Members . . .

Our church family continues to grow. Recently
8 persons united with Edwards. They are:

CHARLOT KING was born and raised the
Canton, IL area. She married "LB" King in 1941.
His job with Caterpiller Co. caused the family
to move a lot. Charlot enjoyed bowling and
embroidering king-size bedspreads. After "LB"
died, she moved fo Georgian Square and made
Edwards her church home for 30 yrs. She
joined Edwards on October 29™ from her
hospital room with her son, Larry, in
attendance.

She now resides at the Kahl Home, 1101 W 9™
St., Davenport, TA 52804. (Sponsors: Sally
Egy and Kay Stiles.)

VICKIE BAILEY comes to Iowa from Florida.
She is a preschool/ elementary school teacher.
In her spare time, she enjoys her family and
photography. Vickie has 2 young children,
Kacie and Matthew.

She and her partner, Lisa Whitfield, reside at
2934 - 11™ Avenue C, Moline, IL 61265. Phone:
309-736-1105. (Sponsor: Lisa Whitfield)

ROSEMARY CLEMMENSEN was born and
raised in Sheffield, IA. She worked in
Waterloo, IA at the Hawkeye Institute of
Technology. She retired to California and was
active in a UCC church playing handbells and
singing in the choir. Rosemary has been a

hospital chaplin, an office assistant, and
assistant to a music director. She has 5
children, 8 grandchildren, and 5 great-

grandchildren. Rosemary moved to Davenport
to be near her son, John Keraus, and his wife
Nikki.

She resides at 5605 Jersey Ridge Place, Apt
110, Davenport, TA 52807. Phone: 563-355-
1551. (Sponsor: Evangeline Lewis)

JOHN & NIKKI KERAUS are native Iowans
from Cedar Falls and Blue Grass respectively.
They met at Simpson College and did graduate
work at University of Arkansas. John has a
degree in clinical psychology; Nikki in
counseling. Returning to Iowa, they lived in
Dubuque for 15 years attending the UCC
church there. John is employed by Bridgeview
Mental Health Center and Nikki is a home
intervention teacher with the Area Education
Center. They are awaiting their first
grandchild in April. Their hobbies are: music,
reading, & walking.

They reside at 1404 E. 34™ St. Davenport, IA
52807. Phone: 563-445-7914. (Sponsors: Bob
& Marilyn Riedesel)

ERIC POEHLEIN & MOLLY SARTORIUS
Molly was raised in LaHarpe, IL and was
educated at Marycrest and in Texas. She has a
degree in mental health counseling and has
worked at the Area Education Agency. Molly is
a stay-at-home mom to son Aidan. Eric was
raised in Des Moines and is student at Palmer
Chiropractic College. He has been a soccer
coach and enjoys cooking and fishing.

They reside 508 E. Dover Ct, Davenport, TA
52803. Phone: 563-324-9171. (Sponsors:
Ryan Dye and Katie Strzepek)

BRADY WELLER was born and raised in Carbon
Cliff, IL. He is retired from the Rock Island
Arsenal. Brady was introduced to Edwards by
his friend, Cathy Burbank. He loves music and
occasionally plays with our Faith Band. He and
Cathy enjoy scuba diving and motorcycling
together. In his spare time, he enjoys fishing.
Brady resides at 18414 - 1°" Ave, Barstow, IL
61236. Phone:  309-230-0190. (Sponsor:
Cathy Burbank)

We are truly blessed to have Charlot, Vickie,
Rosemary, John, Nikki, Eric, Molly, and Brady
unite with us. WELCOME HOME!



Who. . . What. .. When. .. Where. . .
January 4 January 11 January 18 January 25
Preacher Katherine Mulhern Katherine Mulhern Katherine Mulhern Katherine Mulhern
Chancel Set-up Amanda Loughead Chris Zippe Brian & Audrey Dugan Brad & Deena Miller
Chris Zippe
Scripture Reader Sally Egy Ryan Dye Brian Dugan Michelle Hukvari
Visitor Guides Membership Board Membership Board Membership Board Membership Board
Nursery Amanda & Cathy Mary Hein
10:15 am Loughead
Coffee Hour Erica Schroeder Potluck
Hosts - AM Set-up: Trustees
Clean-up: Weekday
Greeters Sally Egy Anne-Marie Gephart Ardis Kasper Amanda Loughead
Angela Elliott Ruth Hefferman Chris Kenneke Cathy Loughead
Dick Vallandingham Mary Hein Jack King Kay McGee
Ollie Gallaher Teresa King Vonnie King
Ushers Lucas Zippe Bonnie Walling Erica Schroeder Terry McGee
Dave Wymore Ned Walling Pat Rosburg Steve Knoche
Steve Wildemuth Pat Sterk Joyce Paustian Tom Kenneke
Margaret Wilber Milo Smith Tim Mandell Dee Hillyer
Sound System Woody Perkins Woody Perkins Woody Perkins Woody Perkins
Lock-up
CareGivers Martha Jirus Ann Kovacs Lois Larew Lynn Warren
On Call Kay Stiles Fran Wolfe Kay Stiles Miriam Pritchard

Where there are blanks, we need your help!!




& Edwards United Church of Christ (UCC) -

January Birthdays De_fn Yoo g pinris Dov poo

@ -gp- @ k’.} D http://wweve.edwards-ucc.org

edwards congregati

1 Immanuael Huerta 12 Pat Cresap 22 Robert Dean 31 Sam Olsen ‘united church of ¢

3  George Gallaher 12 Sandy Bateman 23  Marjorie Jirus | welcome

5 Kay McGee 13 Marki Sparks 24  Gilly Miller o) e

6  Aidan Kyte 13 Steve Knoche 25 Shirley Wiele :

7  Fay McCarrel 13 Molly Taft 27 Diane Anderson %o ) )

8  Sarah Dixon 17  Andrew Walters 29 Fred Clapp Q!_/)T

11  Nolan Stratton 22 Pamela Swanson 29 Robert Norwood * N
-10- B s Infarmatbr aoihe

www.edwards-ucc.org
and click on the calendar link



3420 Jersey Ridge Rd
Davenport, TA 52807-2222
Office: (563) 359-0331
FAX: (663) 359-8221

January 2009

Food Pantry Sunday

January 25™ |
Non-perishables are always

needed by the food pantries.
Whatever your cupboard
needs..the Food Pantry
needs too!  Soups, stews,
fruits, vegetables, etc.

EDWARDS CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Katherine A. Mulhern, Pastor

Rev. Jean Norton, Minister of Music

Susan Chesley, Minister of Christian Education
Geri Dulaney, Membership Coordinator

Lyle Stratton, CareGiver Coordinator

Kathy Bowerman, Secretary

Cathy Loughead, Bookkeeper

Kay Stiles, Moderator

Joe Opsal, Custodian

katherine@edwards-ucc.org
jean@edwards-ucc.org
susan@edwards-ucc.org
geri@edwards-ucc.org
lyle@edwards-ucc.org
kathy@edwards-ucc.org
loughead@mchsi.com
gmakay7@qconline.com
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